Temporal vs. Eternal Study Guide
Key Concepts

1. Temporal vs. Eternal Focus:

o As Christians, we are called to focus on the eternal aspects of life rather than the
temporary or fleeting things of this world. This is based on 2 Corinthians 4:18
(AMP), which reminds us that what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.

2. The Danger of Temporal Values:

o It’s easy to get caught up in the pursuit of worldly achievements, wealth, status,
and material possessions, but these are temporary and do not hold eternal value.
Temporal values can distract us from cultivating relationships, particularly our
relationship with God and others, which have eternal significance.

3. Eternal Relationships:

o God’s relationship with us is eternal, and through Him, our relationships with
others can also have eternal value. Focusing on the eternal means prioritizing
relationships, spiritual growth, and the souls of people above material success or
temporal comforts.

4. Worldly Distractions:

o There are various ways in which temporal values can creep into our lives, such as
societal pressure, family expectations, or personal pain. For instance, the pursuit
of wealth or career success can be motivated by past poverty, parental
expectations, or the desire for acceptance and approval.

5. Overcoming Temporal Idolatry:

o When temporal things—whether possessions, career, or achievements—become
idols in our lives, they take the place of God and need to be surrendered to Him.
Genuine forgiveness and the conviction of the Holy Spirit help us remove these

distractions, allowing us to refocus on eternal values.
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Biblical References with Key Insights

1. Focus on the Eternal:
o 2 Corinthians 4:18 (AMP): “We consider and look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are visible are temporal
(brief and fleeting), but the things that are invisible are deathless and
everlasting.”
= Insight: The unseen, eternal things—such as our relationship with God and

our spiritual lives—are far more significant than the fleeting concerns of this

world.
2. The Kingdom of Heaven is Eternal:

o Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV): “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”

= Imsight: Jesus teaches that our priorities should be on storing treasures in
heaven, where they have lasting value, instead of on the temporary
treasures of this world.
3. Everything in This World Will Fade:
o 1John 2:17 (NIV): “The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the
will of God lives forever.”
= Insight: The desires of this world are fleeting, but aligning ourselves with
God’s will leads to eternal life and significance.
4. Living as Citizens of Heaven:

o Philippians 3:20 (NIV): “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly

await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
= Insight: Our true home and identity are found in heaven, not in the

temporal world. This mindset helps us live with an eternal perspective.
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Practical Applications

1. Refocusing on Eternal Values:

o Make time to reflect on whether your daily priorities align more with the
temporary or the eternal. Are your efforts directed towards material success or
towards building relationships and spiritual growth?

2. Surrendering Temporal Idols:

o Identify any areas of life where temporal things (such as work, wealth, or
possessions) have become idols. In prayer, ask God for the strength to surrender
these and focus instead on eternal priorities.

3. Forgiving Those Who Influenced Temporal Thinking:

o If family pressures or past experiences have pushed you to value the temporal over
the eternal, seek to forgive those influences. Release yourself from the need to live
up to worldly expectations and ask God to help you embrace His eternal plan for
your life.

4. Invest in Eternal Relationships:

o Invest time in your relationship with God and others. Relationships are eternal

and have lasting significance. Seek to nurture and deepen these relationships with

a kingdom mindset.

Study Questions

1. What does it mean to focus on the eternal rather than the temporal in daily life?

2. How can worldly distractions such as career, wealth, and possessions prevent us from
living with an eternal mindset?

3. In what ways might temporal values have been passed down to you from family or
societal expectations?

4. What are some specific steps you can take to identify and surrender any temporal idols in
your life?

5. How does the promise of eternity with God shape your view of current struggles and

achievements?
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Personal Reflection

1. Examine Your Priorities:

o Are there areas of your life where you have placed more value on temporal things
than on eternal ones? How can you shift your focus toward eternal matters like
your relationship with God and others?

2. Eternal vs. Temporal Decisions:

o Reflect on recent decisions you've made. Were they motivated by temporal

concerns, or were they guided by a desire to honor eternal values?
3. Spiritual Growth:

o How are you investing in your spiritual life to ensure it reflects the eternal
perspective God calls you to? What changes can you make to deepen your
relationship with God and align with His eternal plan?

4. Forgiveness and Healing:

o Isthere someone you need to forgive for pushing you toward temporal values?

How can you release those pressures and live in the freedom of God’s eternal

perspective?

This study guide encourages a deeper understanding of the contrast between temporary, worldly
values and eternal, spiritual significance. By refocusing on what truly matters—our relationship
with God and eternal life—we can navigate the distractions of this world with a kingdom

perspective.
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